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AMENDING THE ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO REGULATE 
THE PRACTICE OF OPTOMETRY IN THE DISTRICT OF 

QO COLUMBIA” 
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SEPTEMBER 17 (legislative day, SepTeEMBER 13), 1951.—Ordered to be 


Pastore, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany Ss. 106) 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 106) to amend the act entitled “An act to regulate the 
practice of optometry in the District of Columbia,” having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon with amendments and recommend 
that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

Page 9, line 23, after the figure “20.” insert the letter “(a)” 

Page 10, line 6, strike out “examination.” ”’ and insert ‘“examina- 
tion.” 

Page 10, after line 6, insert a new subparagraph as follows: 

(b) To persons selling spectacles and (or) eyeglasses and who do not attempt 
either directly or indirectly to adapt them to the eye, and who do not practice 
or profess the practice of optometry. 

The purpose of the bill is to strengthen the provisions of the District 
of Columbia Optometry Act. The bill increases the education re- 
quirements for the practice of optometry from 3 to 5 years, defines 
the practice of optometry, prohibits optometrists from engaging in 
the practice of ophthalmology, provides that the Health Officer of 
the District of Columbia shall be a member ex officio of the Board 
of Optometry, and contains other provisions designed to raise the 
status of the calling. The amendment to the bill is designed to allow 
persons to sell spectacles and eyeglasses who do not adapt them to 
the eye or profess to practice optometry. 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia approve the enact- 
ment of the bill. It was favorably reported by a unanimous vote of 
the committee, 
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CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the standing 
rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted 
is ene os d in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


{[Pus_ic—No. 151—68rH Coneorgss] 


[H. R. 3236) 
AN ACT To regulate the practice of optometry in the District of Columbia 


Re it enacted by the Senate and. House of Pe presentatives of the lU'nited States of 
America in Congress assembled, [That the practice of optometry is defined to 
be the application of optical principles through technical methods and devices 
in the examination of the human eye for the purpose of determining visual defects, 
and the adaptation of lenses for the aid and relief thereof.] 

That (a) the practice of optometry en the District of Columbia is herehy decla ed 


to affect the public health and safety and to be subject to requlation and control in the 
pub nterest O pton etry s here by declared lo bea p ofession and , 23 further 
declared to be a matte i p thlic interest and concern that the optometric profession 
rie if and ( é the co? fide nee of the p ih cand that only q zal fie / optometrists he 
pe ) 2 a ppl met ” the dD strict of € ylumb a, 1// provisions of this 
ict élating to ti practice of optometry sh ull be construed in accordance with this 
der atio Do 

bh) A sed in this Act, the term “optometry”? means the science devoted te the 
examination of the human eye; to the prescribing, pro ling, furnishina, adapting, 
and employing of lenses, prisms, contact lenses, sual training (orth yplics), and all 
yreventive o corrective Optometric methods for the a i, correction, o7 relief of the 
human eye yw the analysis of sual functions for such purposes; and the term “Op- 
lomel st’’ LuS ad perso cho pract Ces ¢ pl pmetru, or any part there rf. as defined in 
i/ ; 


[Sec. 2. That on and after six months from the passage of this Act it shall 
be unlawful for any person in the District of Columbia to engage in the practice 
of optometry or represents himself to be a ee eee of optometry, or attempt 
to determine by an examination of the eves the kind of eyeglasses require 1 by 
any person, or represents himself to be a licensed optometrist when not so licensed, 
or to represent himself as capable of examining the eves of any person for the 
p irpose of fitting glasses, excepting those hereinafter exempted, unless he shall 
ve fulfilled the requirements and complied with the conditions of this Aet and 
J all have obtained a license from the Distriet of Columbia Board of Optometry, 
created by this Act; nor shall it be lawful for any person in the Distriet of Colum- 
bia to represent that he is a lawful holder of a license as provided by this Act 
when in fact he is not such lawful holder, or to impersonate any licensed prac- 
titioner of optometry, or shall fail to register the certificate as provided in seetion 
13 of this Act 

CAny person violating any of the provisions of this Act shall be guilty of 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction for the first offense shall be fined not more 
that $500. and upon eonviction for any subsequent offense shall be fined not 
less than $500 nor more than $1,000, or be imprisoned in the District jail not less 
than three months nor more than one year, or both, in the discretion of the 


Col rt.J 


SE 2, (a) It shall be unlawful for any person tin the District of Columbia to 





engage in the practice of optometry or represent himself to be a practitioner of op- 
tometry, or attempt to determine by an examination of the eyes the kind of eyeglasses 
required hy any person, or represe nl himself lo bea licens ed optomet ist when not so 
licensed, or to represent himself as capable of eramining the eyes of any person for 
the purpose of fitting glasses, excepting those hereinafter ere mopted, unless he shall 
fulfilled the requirements and compli see Fant the conditions of this Act and shall 

have obtained a license from the District of Columbia Roard of Optometry, created 
by f a A 


~~ 


j 


nor shall it be lawful for any person in the District of Columbia to repre- 


sent at he is a lawful holder of a license as pro ided hy this Act when in fact he is 
not ae awful holder, or to impersonate any licensed practitioner of optometry, or 


' , : : 
shall fail to register the certificate as prow ided in section 18. 
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(b) It shall he unlawful in the District of Columbia for any person to include in an 
advertisement offering to furnish to the public professional services rel 
amination of the human eye; or in an advertisement relating to the analysis of ocular 


ating to the exr- 


functions; or in an advertisement relating to the prescribing, providing, furnishina, 


prisms, contact lenses, ocular exercises, sual 


adapting, and employing of lenses, 
training, orthopties, and all preventive or corrective optometru methods for the aid, 
correction, or relief of the human eye; or in an advertisement relating to the furnishing 
to the public of spectacles, eyeglasses, lenses, frames, mountings, or similar prosthetic 


devices, whether such advertisement is made by print, radio, leiter, display, or any other 


means: (1) the fee for such professional services, or any reference to such fee } 
prices of such prosthetu de ices, or any re ference to such prices, the terms 
credit o7 payment for such professional services o prosthetic devices, or any reference 
to such terms: | 4) an offer of such professional services or presthetic devices at 
discount, asa gift, or free of char je, or any re ference to such an off O 5) a rrant 
of satisfaction of such profess ynal services o7 prosthelu devices. or ar / relerence ft 
such a quaranty, except that wu shall not be inlawthr for each 8 h advertisem 
to contain a sing statement announcing the act that optometri ( Ce mau 


obtained on credit. 





( /t shall be iniau fui in the dD strict of Columbia for ar person la) &¢ adispen 
Or Supp to any person an ophthalmi lens wh h s not of first quality, nless pyr 
the eto, Su } person s informed that such lens 28s substanda l and des anate the pa 
ticulars in which itis s hstanda d Fo the purpose 0 i subsection 1 substanda 
lens son which has been sold by the manutlacture is substandard. o i haccordain 
lo usage n the opiomel) protession tS not of first g iil 

/ lny person olating an of the pro sions ¢ this section sha pon cor 
be jined not more than $300, or ~mprisone tL not more than ninet adaus 

Sec. 3. That the Commissioners of the District of Columbia shall appoint 
Board of Optometry consisting of the Health Officer of the District of Colum 
ex officio, and five persons, such persons and those thereafter appointed as hereir 
after provided for to be selected from a list of ten optometrists submitted by 
majority vote at some regular meeting of the District of Columbia Optometri 
society, each of whom shall be a citizen of the U1 over the age « 
twenty-one vears, actually engaged in the practic: trv as defined 
section 1 of this \et. and who shall have been enga ed it the act imtand continuou 


practice of the same in the Distriet of Columbia for at least three vears next pt 





ceding his appointment. The said Board of Optometry shall b inte 
within thirty days after the approval of this Act, and of the first apy t! 
said cOmmissioners shall designate two, who shall serve for a term of one vear 
two for a term of two vears, and one for a term of three vears from the date of se 
appointment, and each vear thereafter the commissioners shall appoint successors 


to those whose terms expire as members of said board to serve for a term of thi 
years; and in case of death, resignation, or removal of anv member the vacaney f 
the unexpired term shall be filled by the said commissioners in the same mat 
as other appointments 

Each appointee to the Board of Optometry as hereinbefor provided for shal 
within fifteen days from the date of his appointment, qualify by subseribing to 
following oath of office before any officer authorized to administer oaths in t! 
District of Columbia: “I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully, impartially, w 
fidelity and according to law, perform the duties of a member of the Board 
Optometry of the District of Columbia, to the best of my ability, so hel; 

Upor such oath being filed with the commis yners, thev shall issue to 8s: 
member a certificate of his appointment. 

The commissioners are herewith vested with authority to remove from office 
at anv time any member of said board for neglect of duty, incompeteney, impro] 
conduct, or when the license to practice optometry of any member of said boart 
shall have been suspended or revoked 

Sec. 4. That the first meeting of the Board of Optometry created under t] 
provisions of this Act shall be held within thirty days from the date of appoir 
ment, at which meeting and at each annual meet , 
organize by electing a presid nt, vice president 
shall hold office for one \y 
pointed and have qualified. Said board shall hold 
six months thereafter at such hour and place as it 
tion of applicants for license to practice optometry 


for the transaction of such other business as may 





hold such additional meetings upon the eall of the president of the said board 


upon a call of a majorit v of the members of the board as e same become necessa 
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for the examination of applicants for licenses or for carrying into effect the pro- 
visions of this Act. If the date of any of said meetings shall fall upon a Sunday 
or a legal holiday, said meeting shall be held on the first business day thereafter. 

Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business, and should a quorum not be present on the day appointed for any meet- 
ing those present may adjourn from day to day until a quorum be present. 

([Sec. 5. That the board shall have authority and it shall be its duty to make 
all bylaws and necessary regulations for the proper discharge of its duties, and 
submit same to the Commissioners of the District of Columbia for approval. ] 

Sec. 5. The board shall have authority (a) to prescribe minimum standards for 
refraction, (b) to make reasonable regulations for the proper discharge of its duties, 
and (c) to make reasonable regulations prohibiting advertising by means of large dis- 
play, glaring light sign, or display or sign containing as a part thereof the representa- 
tion of the human eye or any part thereof. Any such regulation shall, before it 
becomes effective, be approved by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia: 
Provided, That prior to the approval of any regulation, notice thereof shall be given by 
publication in two newspapers of general circulation in the District of Columbia at 
least ten days prior to the date set for a hearing on such proposed regulation, and a 
hearing had thereon before the said Commissioners. 

Sec. 6. That before entering upon the discharge of the duties of his office the 
secretary-treasurer of the board shall give such bond for the performance of his 
duties as the Commissioners of the District of Columbia shall require, the premium 
of such bond to be paid from the funds in the possession of the board. 

Sec. 7. That the secretary-treasurer shall receive as compensation for his 
services an annual salary to be determined by the board which salary and all other 
expenses of the board necessary in carrying out the provisions of this Act shali be 
paid from the funds in the custody of the secretary-treasurer for the use of the 
board upon requisition signed by the secretary-treasurer and countersigned by 
the president of the board; and on the 30th day of June of each year if any surplus 
remains the members of the board shall be paid such reasonable compensation 
out of the funds in the custody of the board as the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia may determine: Provided, however, That said compensation and 
expenses shall not exceed the amount received by the board under the provisions 
of this Act. 

Sec. 8. That the District Board of Optometry shall have an official seal and 
shall keep a record of its proceedings, a record of registered optometrists and of 
licenses by it revoked. Its records shall be open to public inspection between the 
hours of nine and three o'clock of any business day, and it shall keep on file all 
examination papers for a period of one year after each examination. A transcript 
of an entry in such records, certified by the secretary-treasurer, under the seal of 
the board, shall be prima facie evidence of the facts therein stated. The board 
shall on or before the 10th day of July in each year make a report to the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia of its official acts during the preceding twelve 
months ending June 30, and of its receipts and disbursements, and a full and com- 
plete report of the conditions pertaining to optometry in the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 9. That on and after six months from the passage of this Act, as set forth in 
section 2 hereof, every person desiring to practice optometry, or, if now in practice, 
to continue the practice thereof, except as herein otherwise provided, shall take 
an examination as provided in this Act and shall fulfill the other requirements 
as in this Act provided. 

Src. 10. That any person who has been engaged in the practice of optometry for 
at least two full vears (one of which must have been in the District of Columbia), 
immediately prior to the passage of this Act, who is more than twenty-one years of 
age and of good moral character, shall be entitled to take the limited examination 
covering the following only: 

(a) The limitations of the sphere of optometry. 

(b) The essential scientific instruments used in optometry. 

(c) The form and power of lenses used in optometry. 

d) A eorrect method of measuring hypermetropia, myopia, astigmatism, and 
presbyopia 

e) The writing of formulas or prescriptions for the adaptation of lenses in aid 
of vision. 

Any person who has previously taken the limited examination and received 
certificate of the same as herein provided may also, if he so desires, take the stand- 
ard examination at any time, any provisions in section 11 hereof to the contrary 


notwithstanding: Provided, however, That failure to pass the standard examina- 
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tion after having qualified under the limited examination as in this paragraph 
set forth shall not disqualify him as a lawful practitioner. 

[Sec. 11. That any person over the age of twenty-one years, of good moral 
character, who has had a preliminary education equivalent to a two years’ course 
in a first-grade high school (which shall be determined either by examination or 
by certificate acceptable to the board as to work done in such approved institu- 
tion), and who is a graduate of a school of optometry in good standing (as deter- 
mined by the board and which maintains a course in optometry of not less than 
one thousand hours), shall be entitled to take the standard examination. Such 
standard examination shall consist of tests in— 

(a) Practical opties. 

(b) Theoretic optometry. 

(c) Anatomy and physiology and such pathology as may be applied to op- 
tometry. 

(d) Practical optometry. 

(e) Theoretic and physiologic opties.] 

Sec 11. Any person over the age of twenty-one years, of good moral character, who 
has had a preliminary education equivalent to a four years’ high-school course of 
instruction acceptable to the Roard (which shall be determined either by examination 
or by certificate as to work done in an approved institution), and who is after the 
effective date of this amended section a graduate of a school or college of optometry in 
good standing (as determined by the Roard and which maintains a course in optometry 
of not less than five years), shall be entitled to take the standard eramination. Such 
standard examination shall consist of test in- 

(a) Practical optics; 

(b) Theoretic optometry; 

(c) Anatomy and physiology and such pathology as may be applied to optometry; 

(d) Practical optometry; 

(e) Theoretic and physiologic optics; 

(f) Theory and practice of orthoptics; 

(g) Theory and practice of contact lens fitting. 

Sec. 12. That the board, with the approval of the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, is authorized and empowered to alter, amend, and otherwise change 
the educational standards at any time, but in altering, amending, or chanying 
said standards the board shall not be permitted to lower the same below the 
standards herein set forth. 

Sec. 13. That every person desiring to be licensed as in this Act provided shall 
file with the secretary-treasurer of the board upon appropriate blank to be fur- 
nished by said secretary-treasurer an application accompanied by the recommen- 
dation of two reputable citizens, verified by oath, setting forth the faets which 
entitled the applicant to examination and license under the provisions of this 
Act. The said board shall hold at least two examinations each year. In case 
of failure at anv standard examination the applicant, after the expiration of six 
months and within two years, shall have the privilege of taking a second examina- 
tion by the board without the payment of an additional fee. In case of failure 
at the limited examination hereinbefore provided for the applicant shall, after the 
expiration of six months and within two years, have the privilege of taking a 
second examination without the payment of an additional fee. 

Every applicant who shall pass the standard examination or the limited exam- 
ination, as the case may be, and who shall otherwise comply with the provision of 
this Act, shall receive from the said board under its seal a license entitling him to 
practice optometry in the District of Columbia, which license shall be duly regis- 
tered in a record book to be properly kept by the secretary-treasurer of the board 
for that purpose which shall be open to public inspection; and a duly certified copy 
of said record shall be recorded in the clerk’s office of the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia, and shall be admitted as prima facie evidence in all courts 
of the District of Columbia in the trial of any cause, and it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia to keep a special book for 
the purpose of recording said licenses, and shall, upon application and by the 
payment of a fee of 50 cents, deliver to any person applving therefor a certificate 
that the license has been recorded in compliance with the provisions of this Act. 
Each person to whom a certificate of license shall he issued by seid hoard shall 
keep same cisplaved in a conspicuous place in his principal office or place of busi- 
ness wherein said person shall practice optometry, and shall, whenever required, 
exhibit the said certificate to any member or agent of the board. 

Sec. 14. That the said board shall charze the following fees for examinations, 
registrations, and renewals of certificates: The sum of $25 for a standard or a 
limited examination. Every registered optometrist who desires to continue the 
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practice of optometry shall annually, on or before the 10th day of January of each 
vear, pay to the secretary-treasurer of the board a renewal registration fee to be 
fixed annually by the board, not to exceed $10, for which he shall receive a re- 
newal of his certificate. In case of neglect to pay the renewal registration fee as 
herein provided the board shall have authority to revoke such license and the 
holder thereof may be reinstated by complying with the conditions specified in 
this section, but no license or permit may be revoked without giving sixty days’ 
notice to the delinquent, but the board shall only have the right to renew such 
license on the payment of the renewal fee with penalty of $5: Provided, That 
retirement from practice for a period of not exceeding five years shall not deprive 
the holder of said license of the right to renew the same upon the payment of the 
fee herein required 

Sec. 15, That the board shall adopt a seal and license of suitable design and 
shall have an office in the District of Columbia where examinations shall be held 
and where all of the permanent records shall be kept 

[Sec. 16. That the board may in its discretion refuse to grant a license to a1 
applicant and may cancel, revoke, or suspend the operation of any license by it 
granted for anv of the following reasons: The conviction of crime involving moral 
turpitude, habitual use of narcotics, or any other substance which impairs the 
intellect and judgment to such en extent as to incapacitate anyone for the duties cf 
optometry, or for a conviction as provided in section 2 of this Act.J 





Sf Ll a The Board ma 1, in its discretion, afte a he aring as provided unm seclior 
I/, refuse to grant a license te any ap plr ant for any of the follow ng reasons 
/ That t} applicant has been convt ted of a crime involving moral turpitude 
; That the applicant t habitua ise of narcotics or any othe d ‘qs ph } 
mpa } nfellect an / } wlame nitos ich an extent as to nca pa tale the applt- 
1? for the duties of an oplometrist, 

b The Boa ad may, n fs discretion, afte a hearing as provided an section 17 
cance evoke, or suspend the operation of any license by it grante l for any of the 
Pollo ng re ” 

/ T} at such €nSeé Las proc ired th oO ih fra id or mesre prese ntation. 


Th ul the holde the reotl has hee na habitual “used of narco cs or any othe 


drugs whiel mpa the intellect and judqment to such an ettent as to inca pac late 


fhe ha é la the lutres of an optomel rst, 

["} { the holde thereof has been convicle / orate rie nvolt mg mora 

l¢ 

That the holder thereof has been quilty of advertising Pp ofessional super - 
oO J or the performance of p ofessional services in a superior manner: advertising 
prices fo profe ssional services: advertising contrary to regulations prescribed by 
t/ Roard f Optomet j nm accordance w th section 5 of this Aet employing o 
making use of solicitors or free publicity press agents, directly o indirectly, o 
ive sing any free optomelri Se) ce or free ¢ ramination;: or advert Si7.g to 

niece optome}lric services 

That the holder thereof has been quiity of practicing while hi enNse Us 

nied 
f That the holder thereof has been convicted of an offense in violation of se 
tron 2 of tl Act , 

That such person has heen quilty of practicing optomelr j while s uffe reng 

om an infectious or othe bise contagious disease. 

That the holder thereof has been quilty of using the title ‘Doctor’ or “D 
as a pre to his name without using the word “Optomet ist’ as as i fhia toh 
na 

} That the holde thereof has heen gd wlty of waillfau ly deceivir 7 or allempting 
to de ve the Board or its agents with reference to any matter under investigation 


hi the Board 
10 That the holder the reof has been quilty of violating the Provisions of this 


Act o aiding any person to violate this Act. 


1] That the holder thereof has been gquilly of practicing in the employme nt of 

Or i" aSSor ration wD th any person u ho is pract cing man inlawful marine as 
prohibited hy this Act, or the yulations adopted under the authority of this Act. 
[Sr 17. That anv persot vho is the holder of a license or who is an applicant 


for a license against whom anv charges are preferred shall be furnished by the 


board with a copy of the complaint and shall have a hearing before the board at 
which hearing he may be represented by counsel At such hearing witnesses 


may be examined for and against the accused respeciing such charges; the board 
shall thereupon pass upon said charges. J 
SEC 1? lny person vho ts the holder of a license o7 who 1s an applicant for a 


license against whom any charges are pre ferred shall be furnished by the Board with 
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a copy of the complaint and shall have a hearing before the Board at which hearing 
he may be represented by counsel. At such hearing witnesses may be examined for 
and against the accused respecting such charges; the Board shall thereupon pass upon 
such charges. An appeal may be taken from the decision of the Board to the United 
States District Court for the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 18. That any applicant for a license who has been examined by the Board 
of Optometry in any of the States of the United States which through reciprocity 
similarly accredits the holder of a license issued by the Board of Optometry of the 
District of Columbia to the full privileges of practice within such State may on 
the payment of a fee of $25 to the said board and on filing in the office of the board 
a true and attested copy of said license, certified by the president and secretary- 
treasurer of the said board, showing the same and also showing that the standard 
of requirements adopted and enforced by said board is equal to that provided by 
this Act, shall without further examination receive the license: Provided, That 
such applicant has not previously failed at any examination held by the Board of 
Optometry of the District of Columbia. 

[Sec. 19. That nothing in this Act shall be construed as conferring on the holder 
of any license issued by said board the right to use any title or any word or abbre- 
viation indicating that he is engaged in the practice of medicine, surger: 
treatment of the eye, of the diagnosis of diseases of or injuries to the human eye, 
or the writing or issuing of prescriptions for the obtaining of drugs or medicine in 
any form for the treatment or examination of the human eve.] 

SE¢ > The holder of an / lice nSé issued by said Board hal not by reason the reoft 
have the right to engage in the practice of medicine, surge? 


urgery, or the 


/, or thet eatment of the « /€, 


of the diaqnosts of diseases or of injurre s to the human eye other than the recognition 


of pathological conditions and the refe rrai fo prope profe sstonal care, or the 18s ing 
of written or verbal prescriptions for the obtaining of drugs or medicine in any forn 
for the treatment or eramination of the human eve or to use ar j title or any ord or 
abbreviation indicating that he is er gaged in the practice of medicine 

[Sec. 20. That the provisions of this Act shall not apply 

(a) To physicians and surgeons practicing under authoity or license issued 


under the laws of the District of Columbia, for the practice of medicine and 
surgery. 


b) To persons selling spectacles and (or) eyeglasses and who do not attempt 
either directly or indirectly to adapt them to the eye, and who do not practice 
or profess the practice of optometry a 

NEc. 20 (a). The provision of the Ac tf, except the provisions of subsections ),. ( 
and (d) of section 2, shall not apply to a person ensed to practice in the District 
of Columbia etthe as the esult of hav ng passed an ¢ rmination giver by the Roa ad 
of Eraminers established hy section 12 of the let approve l Februa Y 27, 1929. as 
clive nded, or who, b {/ reason of ree rprocity, previous practice, or a diploma ssued by 
a national eramining board, is licensed as tho igh he had Passed § ich examination 

(b) To pe rsons selling spectac les and or) eyeglasses and wu ho do not attempt ¢ the 
dire tly or indirectly lo adapt them to the « je, and who do not practi or profess the 


practice of optometry. 

Sec. 21. That wherever in this Act the singular nu 
interpreted as meaning either singular or plural if compatible with the sense of 
the language used, and when in this act the masculine gender is used it shall be 
construed as meaning also the feminine gender if not inconsistent with such use. 

Sec. 22. If any provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of the Act, and the application of 
such provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

SEc. 28. Nothing contained in this Act, as amended, shall he construed as 
prohibiting 

(a) a nurse or technician from functioning under the immediate supervision 
and direction of a physician licensed to prac tice in the District of Columbia Provided, 
That in such functioning the nurse or technician does not engage directly or indirectly 
in the practice of optometry as defined in this Act or any part thereof; 

(b) a person from dispensing, providing, or furnishing ophthalmic materials 





mber is used it shall be 


on prescription of a physt van or optometrist, or repairing, replacing, or dupl cating 
ophthalmic materials or gle vices; 

(c) a person from selling spectacles or eyeglasses: Provided, That such person 
does not attempt either directly or indirectly to adapt them to the human eye, or does 
not otherwise attempt to engage in the practice of optometry. 

(d) price adve rtising of spectac les, eye glasse s or similar prosthetic devices or parts 
thereof not prepare d, man ufactured or sold upon the prescription of a physician or 
an optometrist. 


CO 
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